
The Avon Education Foundation supports educational programs for all residents of the Town of Avon to
improve the quality of public education beyond conventional academic funding from the Town and other

public sources. The Foundation funds innovative and educational endeavors aimed at improving learning,
achievement and skill development; encouraging creativity and excellence in teaching; and expanding

community involvement from individuals, businesses and civic organizations.
Learn more about us by visiting our website: www.avonedfoundation.org.

Contact us by e-mail at info@avonedfoundation.org.

Fall 2010 www.avonedfoundation.org

Message from the Chair
Do you wear a watch?
Why would the chair of the Avon Education Foundation ask such a question?
Because it says a lot about how fast the world is changing. If you Google “who

wears a watch?” you will find a lot of articles about watches as status symbols. You
will also find a few suggesting that watches are going the way of typewriters, buggy
whips and dinosaurs.

Today’s students listen to music on their MP3 players while texting each other
on their cell phones with FacebookTM open on their laptop computers. Perhaps
these seem like expensive and frivolous diversions from playing outside, talking and
hanging out with each other and, certainly, from reading textbooks and literature to
become educated. However, all three gadgets may hold e-book software from
KindleTM or nookTM and downloads of such free classics as Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s
The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes. And all three definitely show the current time.

The Foundation was founded with the mission “to promote and enhance
excellence in education…by providing funding and other resources for public
programs which encourage, recognize and facilitate educational providers and
students who initiate innovative and creative learning projects.” The AEF is proud to
be able to support projects like this year’s Hudson Family Grant awarded to Avon
High School to update the district’s video editing software (see page 2) which will
enable our schools to strengthen 21st century learning.

Twenty-first century skills will be required by today’s students to succeed in the
world, and acquiring these skills benefits older learners, too. It goes without saying
that core skills--the basics of Reading, wRiting and aRithmetic—will still be
essential. But so will such skills as the ability to access the internet, use a digital
camera, and appreciate and leverage diversity. The increasingly complex and
rapidly changing world requires life long learners who can think creatively and use
sound reasoning to solve problems. “Interactive communication,” teamwork and
collaboration require understanding the etiquette of each environment in which
communication happens as well as increased personal responsibility for making a
contribution. Finally, success requires not only planning, priority setting and
managing results but also the flexibility to respond to contingencies and choosing
the right tools—intellectual and technological--to accomplish the desired outcome.

When I consider the role the AEF can play in helping Avon’s learners acquire
21st century skills, I believe we have spent over $160,000 of our contributors’
generous donations well. We have funded projects to complete the purchase of e-
books for the high school library and “Fitness for Life” in 2007 that are, on the
surface, purely technology acquisitions but which enable students to successfully
apply technology to gaining knowledge and maintaining physical fitness. At the other
end of the spectrum, we have funded initiatives such as helping the Town-wide
Choral Festival get going and, coming in March 2011, a Choir and Orchestra
Collaborative Performance that may appear to be simply arts projects but which also

(Continued on page 3)
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FROM THE GRANT COMMITTEE
The AEF awarded 5 new grants this year. In March, the AEF “prize patrol”

surprised four 2009-2010 grant recipients with awards totaling nearly $22,000. In
September, an additional grant of $3,015 was awarded to the Avon Public School
(APS) Music Department.

Avon High School received an $11,200 grant named for the Hudson Family
to extend the scope and range of the Carl D. Perkins grant approved by the State
Department of Education. The district has updated its video editing software with
funds from the AEF. The Perkins grant, $22,323, is intended to develop, expand
and improve technology education. AHS faculty, with the technology education
teacher from AMS, will determine what is required to create a concentration in video
production skills from the foundation skills covered across a number of existing
courses: Computer Modeling and Visualization I, Broadcast Journalism, Media
Ethics and Video Art courses. Suzanne Drapeau, art teacher, is directing the project
with Robert Vojtek, now AHS assistant principal.

The AEF also awarded $6,664 to the Avon High School Library Media
Center, under the direction of Julia Cowans-Wilhelm. This award, partially funded
by the UNICO Grant, will complete the purchase of the Gale Cengage EBook
collection. A 2009 AEF mini grant got the program started. The on-line reference
collection contains nearly 300 volumes, with a print value of more than $92,000, and
is accessible to all AHS students at school or at home.

Pine Grove School 4th grade teachers Jon Moss and Chris Grgach were
awarded the Duffy Family Grant for $2,500 for the new ADA-compliant playground
under construction. The grant supports purchase of academic components for the
playground.

Avon Middle School received a mini grant of $1,500 towards new tennis courts
for the school. One goal of the project is to reinstate regular physical education
curriculum in racquet sports at AMS and after-school programs that were
discontinued when the courts were closed several years ago due to poor surface
conditions. In addition, new courts will enable extending tennis to the high school’s
Unified Sports Program which pairs students with disabilities with non-disabled
peers to participate in competitive team play. Principal Marco Famiglietti accepted
the grant along with community representatives Laura Young and Wendy Howard.
Raising additional funds is the focus of a community effort.

Tom Kawiecki, AMS choral music teacher, and the APS Music Department
have recently been awarded a grant to underwrite the start up costs for a choir and
orchestral collaborative performance. The concert of mixed repertoire, including
John Rutter’s Mass of the Children, will be held on March 30, 2011 at Welte
Auditorium (at CCSU). This event will include all AHS choir students, select
members of the orchestra and wind ensemble, and the AMS Arioso Choir. Tickets
will be available to the public for priority and general admission.
—Beth Zweibel, Grant Chair

2010 HUDSON FAMILY

GRANT
“Creative Technologies”

Robert Vojtec (L) and
Suzanne Drapeau (R) with

Beth Hudson accepting their
award at Avon High School

2010 UNICO GRANT
“EBooks for the Twenty-

First Century”

Julia Cowans-Wilhelm,
Librarian, Avon High School

“Community Courts for All
Ages and Abilities”

Marco Famiglietti, principal,
Avon Middle School, with

community representatives
Wendy Howard (L) and

Laura Young (R)

“Principal construction has started on the new
universally-accessible playground at Pine Grove School. The
teachers, staff, and students at PGS are excited about finally
having a fully-accessible playground that all students can
enjoy together! We appreciate AEF's support of this project
and would not have been able to include the Braille board,
letter, and music learning centers if not for the generous
funding we received” with the award of the 2010 Duffy Family
Grant.

In 2009, Mr. Grgach and Mr. Moss were awarded a grant to
pilot the use of graphic novels. “After using the graphic novels
for a full school year, we have seen a notable improvement in
the interest and focus of many students in small reading
groups. The graphic novels capture students' attention and help
them to make meaningful connections to the storyline and its characters. We are eager to continue
using them this year and are grateful to the AEF for funding this successful program!”
—Jon Moss, 4th Grade Teacher, Pine Grove School

Left to Right: Pine Grove School
teachers Chris Grgach and Jon
Moss, with Gail Dahling-Hench,
principal, and Debra Grainsky,
assistant principal.
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provide students with unique life experiences and new ways of interacting with
each other and expose all to musical diversity.

Earlier this year we met with acting superintendent Jody Goeler, Board of
Education chair Peggy Roell, and school administrators to discuss what more the
AEF might do to help Avon achieve its long range strategic educational goals.
Education foundations have helped their towns accomplish some wonderful things
by coupling BOE strategy with community commitment to excellence in education.
For example, the Glastonbury Education Foundation is funding construction of a
greenhouse at the Gideon Welles Elementary School, and the Cheshire Education
Foundation provided funds to establish a dedicated science center at the Chapman
School. The Easton Learning Foundation has raised over $115,000 in support of its
town’s STEM (Science Technology Engineering Math) objectives. As the
administration continues to develop its strategic plan we asked them to keep in
mind that we are willing to help.

Please help us continue creating opportunities for innovation in public
education here in Avon. Volunteering is a great way to get to know more about us
and use the skills you have to advance public education in Avon. Your generous
donation goes even further when you give through your employer’s workplace
campaign and request employer matching funds. Many companies match
contributions by retirees and spouses and some even donate if you just give your
time. If you would like to take a leadership role in our community, we are always
looking for people who might want to join our board of directors.

Look at our list of donors and our list of volunteers to see who has already
gotten involved. We would love to add your name next year. If it’s already there,
THANK YOU!THANK YOU!
—Joanne Beers, Chair

Learn more about us by visiting our website: www.avonedfoundation.org.
Contact us by e-mail at info@avonedfoundation.org.

(Continued from page 1)

MORE BANG FOR YOUR BUCK!MORE BANG FOR YOUR BUCK!
Workplace Giving makes donating easy and Employer Matching

Funds make your generous donation worth even more.

Many companies give employees an opportunity to support the United Way through payroll
deductions, and you can designate some or all of your gift to go to the AEF by writing us in:

Avon Education Foundation
info@avonedfoundation.org

P.O. Box 548
Avon, CT 06001-0548

EIN 20-0944178
Employers often match the gifts their employees make to non-profit organizations, and many

match donations by spouses/domestic partners and by retirees, too. Some companies even
“match” volunteer hours with dollars. These programs go by a variety of names, so check with
your employer and your spouse’s to see if they will match your gift of money or time to the Avon
Education Foundation.

The Avon Education Foundation is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization.

Another Way to Support AEFAnother Way to Support AEF——iGive.comiGive.com
We are all looking for easy ways to support the causes most important to us. When you shop

online as a member of iGive.com, you raise money for your cause at their more than 700 participating
stores. And when you search the web through iSearchiGive.com—a search engine powered by
Yahoo!—you can raise a penny or more for your cause for each qualified search.

To get started, go to iGive.com. As part of the enrollment process, you will be asked to select a
cause, and the AEF hopes you will select us. You can change the cause that will get a portion of your
purchase at any time.

Happenings
In the last year, we applied

our own 21st century skills to
cont inu ing our va luab le
collaborations with the Avon
High School Parent Teacher
Organization (AHS PTO) and
the Avon Chapter of UNICO.

Twenty-Ten Gala
Both the AHS PTO and we

were gratified by the support the
Twenty-Ten Gala received from
area businesses and residents.
Trey Wingo, host of ESPN’s NFL
Live and an Avon resident and
parent, did a fabulous job as our
master of ceremonies and
auctioneer for the evening.
Strings teachers Nate Strick,
Avon, and Linda Beers,
Simsbury, provided the musical
backdrop for cocktails and
dinner. After dinner, Avon’s
faculty and administration band,
The Lounge Lizards, provided
music to an enthusiastic crowd
of dancers. Our organizations
shared net proceeds of almost
$20,000 thanks to the generosity
of donors to the event and of
bidders for auction items.

26th Annual UNICO

Golf Tournament
In July, we were at Tunxis

Plantation Country Club. The
Avon Chapter of UNICO
National has been the biggest
non-profit sponsor of
scholarships for graduating
seniors for over 20 years and
one of our biggest supporters
since our founding. We teamed
up with them again to bring
volunteers and golfers to this
annual tournament. If you like to
play golf, this is a wonderful and
fun way to support all the
UNICO charities.
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"Thanks for all you do!"
"You're the best!"

"You are an inspiration."
"I'm so glad you are there for my child each day!"

Would you like to tell those great educators

just how great they are?

The AEF C.H.E.E.R! program is just the ticket.

Visit our website, www.avonedfoundation.org, to download the
C.H.E.E.R! donation form, pick one up at any Avon Public School or use
the form, below. Fill it out, add your note, include a minimum $10
contribution per request, and mail it back to us. AEF will deliver a letter
and a C.H.E.E.R! Certificate to the honored educator sharing your
appreciation. We’ll also notify the campus principal or supervisor.

All C.H.E.E.R! contributors are acknowledged as Friends of the
Foundation. C.H.E.E.R! recipients are listed on the AEF website, in
each school and in AEF newsletters and publications.

Your tax deductible funds will go towards grants
for exciting and innovative projects benefiting
children at all public schools and our community as
a whole.

The AEF runs the Celebrate and Honor
Exceptional EducatoRs! Campaign throughout the
year. Remember, it's always a good time to send
C.H.E.E.R! to a teacher or staff member.

I’d like to help support AEF, too!

 I want to volunteer: I would like information about volunteer opportunities at the AEF.

 $5,000 to name a Program Grant  $1,500 to name a Mini Grant

 $1,000  $500  $250  $100  $50  Other $

 C.H.E.E.R! ($10 min./honoree) $__________

 Pavers for Posterity:
__$100 for a 4 X 8 inch paver __$225 for an 8 X 8 inch paver

please download the order form from our website

 Check here if you are making this gift anonymously.

This gift is in honor of
(Print honoree(s)’s name(s) as you would like name(s) to appear on certificate and for publication)

Name
(Print your name(s) as you would like name(s) to appear on certificate and for publication)

Address

Phone E-mail

 I am a graduate of Avon High School, Class of___________

 Check here if you would like to receive AEF e-mail updates.

 My/my spouse’s employer will match this gift. Please enclose matching gift form.

Mail with your check payable to: Avon Education Foundation, P.O. Box 548, Avon, CT 06001
You may also donate online at www.avonedfoundation.org

The Avon Education Foundation (AEF) is a 501(c)(3), non-profit, tax-exempt organization.

Jenna Aylsworth
Jan Brennan

Andrew Brochu
Lisa Cleveland
Doreen Cohn
Kristen Cutler

Lillian Diachenko
Orazio Donato

Donald Fantozzi
Jim Fuller

Nicole Gresh
Kelly Hahn

Cheryl Haverkampf
Joan Jacobs
Chris Jones

Thomas Kawiecki
Rene Kuhrt

Brendan Lynch
John Mason

Laura McDonnell
Noreen McGowan

Matt Mooney
Steve Muench

Michael Netkovick
Joe Pereira
Jill Polinsky

Anne Marie Riley
Nathaniel Strick

Donna Taft
Heather Toyen-Weiss

Nancy Wall
Abby Warren

Susan Winterson
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Donors from April 2009 through August 2010 are listed including: G Twenty-Ten Gala; N 2009 No Show Gala; P “Pavers for Posterity”
Every effort has been made to ensure accuracy and completeness in these Honor Rolls. If you discover an error or omission, please report it to the AEF.

Every contribution will be used to promote educational programs in your town—for Avon school children and residents of all ages.

PLATINUM HEROS
($1,000+)

Jodi Oh, Accel International
Aetna Foundation

Conquest Consulting, LLC G

Earl Cree & Joanne Beers G

Robert L. Duffy
Susan L. Durant G

Brian & Jody Flaxman G

Mark & Carol Garber
Steven & Laura Holtzman
Michael & Beth Hudson G

Leslie & Thirza Hyatt G

Richard & Janice Kisiel G

Natale & Elizabeth Messina
Stephen E. Randall

Brian & Robin Venditti
Stoll G,N

The Avon Chapter of UNICO
United Way Community

Campaign
United Way of Central and

Northeastern CT

GOLD HEROS
($500-$999)

Arbella
Al Galati,

Ball Park Memories G

Phil & Gayle Bieluch G,P

Andrew & Linda Bloom G

Adam & Donna Boruchov G

Crisanne Colgan G

Rich & Sue Coppola G

Cugino’s Restaurant G

Glenn Dowd &
Darlene Salonia G

Timothy & Tiffany Ennis G

Sean & Liz Feeley G

Gala Committee G

Marianne Gerali G

ING
Judith Ripka Helping Hand G

Gerhard & Jane Jung N

Paul & Carolyn Marshall G

Len & Robin Oremland
David & Mary Beth Rosato G

United Way of Coastal
Fairfield County

Trey, Janice, Chelsea &
Chappy Wingo G

Steven & Beth Zweibel G

SILVER HEROS
($250-$499)

Peter Abell G

Avon High School G

Avon Old Farms Hotel G

Pamela Caparel
Christopher & Bre Collier G

Day Pitney LLP G

David & Micky Dorsky
The Ducate Family G,N

Peter & Sally Gibson G

Golf Club of Avon G

Bill & Leigh Graff G,N

Aaron & Hutch Haines G

Richard & Eileen Harris
Robert & Beth Inglis G

Robert & Katie Keefrider G

Iacob Marcovici, M.D. G

Origins G

Michael & Alexis Pariano
Joe & Ann Pavano

Eric & Jill Polinsky G

William & Amy Roth G

William J. Shea II
David & Dianne Siegel G

Super Cellar Warehouse
Liquors G

The Bushnell G

Naomi Tussin G

United eWay
Kirk Varner & Denyse

Reinhart G

Vision Electric, Inc.
Paul & Chris Watson G

Patrick & Lizz Weiler G

Alexander & Mary Louise
Zozulin P

BRONZE HEROS
($100-$249)

Aetna, Inc. G

AIG
Juan & Sandra Andrade G

Gary & Kristine Arnott P

Ester Aronson G

Avon Kempo and Aikido
Academy G

Greg & Denise Barats N

Linda Beers G

Brent & Stacey Biernat
Sara Brackett

Meryl Braunstein
Josie Cannella G

Carmon Funeral Home and
Family Center G

Cheers 2 You! G

Chubb
Gary & Caskie Clapper N

Richard & Benedetta
Colletti, D.V.M. P

Meredith Connor P

Salvatore & Mary Ellen
Correnti

Julia Cowans-Wilhelm G

Susan Rietano Davey N

Michael & Susan DelGallo
Leo & Ann DiStefano P

Dave & Susie Downey
Douglas & Marjorie Evans G

Marco Famiglietti G

Five Guys Burgers
and Fries G,N

Liz & Rich Getz P

Steven Gladstone &
Susan Lieb P

Brian Gleason G

Jody Goeler G

Leslie Gordon, RYT G

The Gorham Family
Tom Greenebaum &

Lisa Levin G

Thomas Gugliotti
Dia Helmy & Nevine Mounib G

Greg & Janell Henke G

Karen Herbert P

Thomas Holt &
Myra Fujimoto-Holt

Ken & Barb Kasner N

Jodi Keane P

John & Nancy Kostal N

Koster Family Chiropractic G

Stephanie Lane N

The Lazarus Family
Joel & Alisa Lehman
Robert Lovendale G

Marriott Resident Inn, Avon G

Bill & Ginny McGee
Metro Bis G

Jeff & Antonette Molson P

Brian & Cheryl Murphy N

Monica Nicholas G

Noella Spa & Nails G

Mark & Marylyn Nolan
Gary and Julie Norbert

Elaine Nord G

Rosanne Nori G

Robert J. O'Brien &
Kathleen Connors

Oggi G

Brenda Opie G

David & Mardelle Pena
Zia Rahman &

Theresa Keefe-Rahman P

Rainbow Quest LLC G

The Rao Family
Jeffrey & Debbie Ratner G

Matt & Robin Schaefer G

Schein, Cohen, Palmer &
Company

Shear Artistry G

Stephen and Julie Sonlin G

Nathaniel Strick G

Dave Swanson, Swanson's
Professional Baseball G

The Hair Loft G

The InnerSpace G

Marty & Dorine Toyen
We Care Computers G

James White
Dr. & Mrs. David R. Wittmer

Steven & Jennifer Wolfberg G

Wendy Zacchio
The Zuzolo Family

FRIENDS
Amici Grill G

Anonymous (3)
Frank & Beth Archambeault

Avon Middle School G

Avon Public Schools G

Bank of America
Catherine Banks

Jason & Sara Beaudin G

Kim, Bruce & Laura Beckius
Jane Berson G

Johan & Christina Bill G

Kathleen Binkowski
Carmen Anthony

Restaurant G

John C. Carmon
Carvel Ice Cream G

Frank Casner N

S. Chandler-McKinney
Ken & Ellen Coco G

Herman & Elizabeth
Coleman G

Douglas & Jennifer Cote
Eugene & Brenda Cronin

Defining Styles G

Dish ’n Dat G

Colleen Donahue G

Esther Drezner
Beth Ferrari G

Susan Budde,
For the Love of Photos G

The Forchheimer Family N

Rich Coppola &
Rich Graziano, Fox-61 G

Betsy Gengras G

Steve & Lori Gondek
Good 2 Go G

The Gorski Family
John & Karen Haberlin
Paula Cyr, Hair Today G

Harriet Beecher Stowe
Center G

Hartford Stage Company G

Hartford Symphony
Orchestra G

Kathy Hartman G

Rus & Jocelyn Hauswirth N

Hill-Stead Museum G

Kevin and Lisa Hogan G,N

Philip E. Hoskins
iGive.com
Alan Kick

Jeffrey & Barbara Koenig N

LaTrattoria G

Ken & Jodi Levine
Irene Loretto

Thomas Mack & Valerie Ferro
Heather Maquire G

Max Restaurant Group G

Leigh McIntyre G,N

John McLaughlin
Jan Brennan, Meteor Team

David & Joan Miller G

Mystic Seaport G

Daniel Nakano N

New Britain Museum of Art G

New Britain Youth Museum G

New England Air Museum G

Nutmeg Symphony
Orchestra G

Anthony & Jodi Oh N

Mark Parent & Tina Marshall
Michael & Cynthia Pastore

Pine Grove School G

Kim Polley G

Howard & Wendy Posner
Richard & Kathy Pulling N

Roaring Brook School G

Claudine Rose G

Stuart & Emily Rosen
Dorothy Silverherz

Rosenberg
Ralph Rosenberg, MD

Rich & Fran Rowlenson
Carl & Nieves Sauerbrunn N

Jon & Janet Schwartz
Sam & Alisa Sheiker

Sally J. Sinden
Stanley Whitman House G

Jeff, Linda & Jake Stein
Paul & Mary Sutter

The Children’s Museum G

The Elephant Trail G

TheaterWorks G

Thompson Brook School G

Victoria Spa G

Warner Theater G

WFSB G

Whole Foods Market G

Linda & Les Wolfson
Kirk Varner, WTNH G

Yale Peabody Museum G

Linda York
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“Education is in the hands of the community.”
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BECOME A FAN OF AEF ON FACEBOOK

“The wise person will tithe of one’s time as well as of one’s income”“The wise person will tithe of one’s time as well as of one’s income”
Grant Committee: Beth Zweibel (chair), Micky Dorsky (past chair), Richard Kisiel, Pam Lasser, Nevine Mounib, Mark Nolan,

Sally Noonan, Cindy Pastore, Darlene Salonia, Robin Venditti Stoll and Sara Wakai;
Twenty-Ten Gala Volunteers: Elizabeth Coleman, Barbara Panico, Mardelle Pena, Denyse Reinhart, Julie Sonlin,

Maddie Varner and Chelsea and Janice Wingo;
Grant mentors: Jason Beaudin, AHS; Jan Brennan, AMS; Rosanne Civittolo, RBS; Ardith Franklin, TBS; Jon Moss, PGS

UNICO Golf Tournament Volunteers: Avery and Zachary Biernat; Elizabeth Coleman; Earl Cree; Sue Durant; Thirza Hyatt; Ginny McGee;
Colin and Ryan Pavano; and Brigid, Katherine, Mary Margaret and Meghan Stoll;

Gayle Bieluch our photographer and baker;
C.H.E.E.R! coordinator: Cindy Pastore; Avon Day coordinator: Mardelle Pena; our teacher board liaison: Rosanne Civittolo;

Jody Goeler, acting superintendent, for the use of the district conference room for our meetings,
and Nancy Boccuzzio for reserving the meeting room and for distributing our e-mails;

Natale Messina and Patricia Rodgers, Murtha Cullina, LLP of Hartford, CT, for help with our Bylaw revisions;
Stephen Stranieri, Saslow Lufkin & Buggy LLP;

our past board members: Janet Anderson, Tom Boone, Tom Carey, Eileen Carroll, Brenda Cronin,
Sue Durant, Martin LoMonaco, Ginny McGee, Cheryl McGuff, Nat Messina, Nancy Muench, Herb Pandiscio, Mardelle Pena,

Sara Ray, Sharon Ricci, Debra Routt and Magda Stayton;
and each of our current Directors.

~~ We’d love to see your name here, too. Please volunteer! ~~~~ We’d love to see your name here, too. Please volunteer! ~~

Avon Education Foundation is a member of the Avon Chamber of Commerce, www.avonchamber.com, and
the Connecticut Consortium of Education Foundations (CTCEF), www.ctcef.org

Joanne Beers, Chair; Beth Hudson, Vice Chair; Darlene Salonia, Treasurer; Elizabeth Coleman, Secretary;
Gayle Bieluch, Assistant Secretary; Stacey Biernat; Richard Kisiel; Carolyn Marshall; Robin Venditti Stoll; Beth Zweibel
Ex-Officio: John Czepiel, President, Avon Education Association; Jody Goeler, Acting Superintendent, Avon Public Schools;

Peggy Roell, Chair, Board of Education


