Thanks to our AEF Founding Donors!

PLATINUM HEROES ($1,000+)

Avon Junior Women'’s Club
Avon United Fund
Mark & Sue Bertolini
Tim & Linda Dos Santos

Farmington Savings Bank Foundation

Marc & Janice Giles
Richard & Jane Lublin
Bill & Ginny McGee
Will & Debbie Routt
David & Tricia Shopis
Roy & Shelley Silverman
United Way

GOLD HEROES ($500-$999)
Janet Anderson
Tom & Patricia Carey
Fred & Holly Cohen
John & Dana Drago
Eric & Terri Elliott
Paul & Mary Fox
Tom & Joan Gaidimas
Bill & Maureen Goldfarb
Tom & Lorraine Harrison
Kaestle Boos Associates, Inc.
Lounge Lizards
Mike & Joan Monts
Len & Robin Oremland
Michael & Alexis Pariano
David & Mardelle Pena
Saslow Lufkin & Buggy, LLP
Robin Venditti & Brian Stoll
UNICO Avon Chapter
Joe & Penny Woodford

SILVER HEROES ($250-$499)
Anonymous
Robert & Marilyn Babkowski
Michael & Leigh A. Bacevich
Tom & Sara Brackett
Phil & Beth Ferrari
Thomas Mack & Valarie Ferro
Barry & Rona Gelber
Thomas A. Gugliotti
Paul & Kathy Healy
Don & Abby Kannenberg
Tom & Lynn LaFrance
Thomas McNeill
Dawn Moore
Joseph & Ann Pavano
Mike & Mary Jane Rubino
William J. Shea Il
Steven & Elena Shichman
Larry & Magda Stayton
Jeffrey & AnnMarie Tepper
Marty & Dorine Toyen
David & Liz Whitney
Robert & Brigitte Worgaftik
Robert & Anne Yurch

BRONZE HEROES ($100-$249)
Anonymous
Abbott Laboratories
Jeffrey & Pamela Baldwin
Gregory Berg & Nina Binin
John & Nancy Carlson
George & Fran Caspar

DelGallo Insurance & Investments LLC

Developena Realty
The DiStefano Family
Dave & Susie Downey
Michael & Amy Eagen

BRONZE HEROES ($100-$249) cont'd.

David & Charlene Fischler
Cliff & Stacey Freling
The Gantner Family

Douglas George

David & Suzanne Goldberg

Philip & Kimera Goodrich

James & Margaret Gorham
John & Jennifer Healy

Thirza Hyatt
James & Ann Jacobs
Barry & Mari Jacobson
Michael & Linda Jainchill
Francis & Carol Kiernan
Alan & Karen Kick
Rene & Michele Lerer
Joel & Alisa Lehman
Christopher & Cynthia Martens
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Middlebrook
Chris & Pam Moore
Steve & Nancy Muench
Mark & Marylyn Nolan
Darrell & Ellen Pataska
Marc Preminger
Chuck & Sara Ray
Jeffrey & Elizabeth Ricapito
Bill & Peggy Roell
Matt & Robin Schaefer
Ellen Seifts & Digby Smith
Brian & Holly Smith
The Spivak Family
Jeffrey Stein
John & Elizabeth Thayer
Mark & Heidi Versland
Mrs. Winterson’s PM Kindergarten
Class
Ronald & Kimberly Witthohn

FRIENDS
Anonymous
Avon High School PTO
The Alessio Family
The Alter Family
Brian & Ann Beloin
Michael & Susi Blatz
The Blessing Family
Tom & Christine Boone
The Browne Family
Anthony & Michalina Centofanti
Brian & Jody Flaxman
Anthony Francoline
The Galazan Family
General Reinsurance
Karen Gibb
The Grande Family
The Gromow Family
Eric & Suzanne Hard
The Hayashi Family
The Henninger Family
Richard Hines
The Hudson Family
Mr. & Mrs. David Jadovich
Richard & Judy Kaiser
Bennett & Susan Kashdan

Craig Lazarus & Christine Caddick

The Lazinsk Family
The Livon Family
Vincent Loffredo
The Logan Family

The Mancini Family

Jeffrey & Juliana Mando
The Massoumi Family
Nan Tartt & Tom Morganti

FRIENDS cont'd.
The Nagata Family
The Nolan Family

Mrs. Pirla’s 1st Grade Class
The Polans Family
Peter & Tricia Ponziani
The Redlund Family
The Rossini Family
The Sands Family
The Schulman Family
Russ & Jodi Scudder
Mrs. Sheely’s 4th Grade Class
Stop & Shop
Timothy & Lori Sullivan
Jeff & Mary Suter
The Tsacoyeanes Family
The Tyler Family
William & Melinda Ward
The Wilcox Family
Joel & Danielle Wilken
David & Arline Wolansky

GIFTS IN HONOR/MEMORY OF
In honor of Kenneth Sargent
In honor of Frederick R. Wachtel

In honor of Thomas & Mildred McNeill

In honor of Chris & Jan Goodrich
In honor of the Blatz girls

In honor of Paul & Eleanor Bottenhouse

In honor of the Eisenbaum children
In honor of Jane Silberman
In honor of Pine Grove School

In honor of the AHS Guidance Dept.

In memory of Sandra Rice
In memory of Robert Sparks

Contributions as of 5/27/05. Every effort has been made to ensure completeness and accuracy in this Honor Roll. If you discover an error or omission, please contact the AEF to report the correction.

We are also grateful to the following volunteers who devoted their counsel, creativity, wisdom, and boundless energy to the AEF:
Janet Anderson, George Caspar, Kelley Lanahan, Kelly Foley, Pat Stern, Maria Zachary, Karen Harper, Mary Oliver, Herb Pandiscio,
Leigh Ann Bacevich, Jane Jung, Cheryl McGuff, Martin LoMonaco, Natalie Pollock, Ellen Seifts and Liz Whitney!
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A Vision for Educational Excellence

Since our founding last year, nearly 250 forward-thinking families and
businesses have contributed to the Avon Education Foundation (AEF).
Our shared goal: to support Avon schools and promote an innovative
and engaged learning community.

Together, we challenged Avon educators to stretch, make a difference
and enhance educational excellence in all our schools. They rose to
this challenge, far exceeding our expectations. Their energy and
enthusiasm demonstrates their willingness to go beyond the expected,
to really make a difference for our children and our community.

There’s been no shortage of ideas and over the last year, we've
accomplished more than we ever dreamed possible. Community
support has helped realize truly inspirational efforts. Now we can
clearly see the potential to accomplish even more. AEF, therefore,
serves as the catalyst for inspirational thinking and community
achievement. However, we need your help: to reflect upon and
identify skills needed to cultivate our town’s current and future
residents. Together, we can help our students and community be
better prepared for an increasingly global world, while developing
future leaders for Avon.

Town budgets may come and go, yet our teachers, staff, students and
community resources remain ours to treasure. AEF plans to challenge,
inspire and encourage pursuit of the extraordinary, re-igniting passion
for education, to benefit the whole community. Please join us. Share
your ideas by writing me at suebertolini@avonedfoundation.ors.
Thank you! — Sue Bertolini, Chair

“The Foundation will provide so many wonderful opportunities for the teachers
and students of Avon. Thank you for helping everyone remember why teaching
is so special and important!”

— Lori Maniatis, C.H.E.E.R. Awardee, 2nd Grade Teacher, Pine Grove School

What is An Education Foundation?

An education foundation is a non-profit, non-partisan organization of
volunteers committed to improving education at the local level. Their
boards comprise community leaders and educators who serve as links
between all non-profits, addressing education issues, raising awareness
and resources for enhancement. They provide funds and support for
programs to supplement current ones offered by local schools, libraries,
recreation departments and other civic organizations. They mobilize
citizens’ financial and human resources to enrich the scope and quality
of a community’s educational system.



Education foundations are a growing national trend that began in the
1980’s. At that time, economic issues reduced town revenues, forcing
communities to seek new alternatives. This caused citizens and
educators to start a process which revolutionized the way communities
participate in public education. The first education foundations formed
not only augmenting traditional curricula, but cultivating broad-based
educational programs for all. Once the first education foundations
started, their success and numbers quickly spread. California has an
estimated five hundred education foundations; Connecticut has sixty-
one, with more being established each year. Across the country, they
have been “win-win” scenarios in their communities.

As their numbers and impact have grown, state-wide organizations
have formed to help with the start up and management of local
education foundations. The Connecticut Consortium of Education
Foundations (CTCEF) has been a great resource to the AEF board of
directors, in modeling their organization. As Marge Hiller, director of
the Bridgeport Public Education Fund, stated: “Education foundations
build consensus and encourage dialogue for improving public
education and is the greatest source for bringing together the public for
improving education.”

While the missions may be similar, each foundation’s goals are unique
to its community. Some are focused on not only improving the
schools, but on creating an environment in which inventive, multi-
generational educational programs involve all members of the
community. The Wilton Education Foundation sponsors Connecticut’s
annual Career Day, and is manned by professionals from across the
Wilton community. The Cheshire Education Foundation funded a
nature center near a town pond. The opportunities provided for
students and life-long learners are great, and limited only by the
imagination and assets of a community.

For more on education foundations, go to www.ctcef.org, or
www.avonedfoundation.org. Find out how you can make a
difference for education in Avon today!

AEF’s First Anniversary Enriches Community

The Avon Education Foundation, a tax-exempt non-profit, was formed
one year ago to enhance educational programs for all Avon residents.
Gifts to the AEF from local businesses and benefactors are directly
enriching our schools and promoting an innovative and engaged
learning community.

“The C.H.E.E.R. award is the most thoughtful gift | have ever received in my eight
years with Avon High. The best token of appreciation | could have received was
Just to simply be recognized and acknowledged for what | do.”

— Pam Shand, Secretary, Guidance Office, Avon High School

After successfully completing its inaugural fundraising campaign, AEF
launched the C.H.E.E.R. program to “Celebrate and Honor Exceptional
EducatoRs.” Sixty-four Avon teachers, school staff, and other friends of
education have been honored by Avon families and students with
C.H.E.E.R. certificates. Proceeds raised through the C.H.E.E.R. program
are being used to support Avon students and educators.

In December 2004, the AEF awarded $7000 in mini-grants to seven
Avon public school initiatives, across a variety of disciplines and grade
levels. Grants were awarded to: Barbara Daly-Byrnes and Jody
Kryzanski of Pine Grove School; Kerry Lurate, Nancy Usich and Paul
Johnson of Roaring Brook School; Patrick Mulligan and Christopher
Jones of Avon Middle School and Julia Cowans-Wilhelm, Avon High
School. The grants support expansion of the kindergarten reading
program at Pine Grove; enriching the phonics program, purchasing
multicultural music instruments and enabling instruction about the
Underground Railroad through music, art and literature at Roaring Brook
School; video editing technology and raising salmon for release into the
Farmington River at AMS; and the introduction of a technolosgically
advanced interactive SMART board at AHS for improved instruction.

“The $1000. given to Patrick Mulligan for video editing equipment and
technology was just the spark we needed to develop our television studio. At our
last PTO meeting, our executive board showed great interest in this intitiative and is
giving serious consideration to providing the funds necessary to get our studio up
and running. Your organization’s support was essential in helping energize this
outstanding initiative, and our entire community will benefit.”
- Jody Goeler, Principal, Avon Middle School

AMS students will raise and release salmon
into local waterways, thanks to a grant
underwritten by the Farmington Savings
Bank. Teacher Christopher Jones developed
the program for the eighth-grade ecology
study unit on our fragile environment. Top
Row: Marco Famiglietti, AMS Vice Principal,
Robin Stoll, AEF Grant Chair, Sue Bertolini,
AEF Chair, Dr. Kisiel, Superintendent of
Avon Schools, Sara Ray, AEF Vice-Chair;
Bottom Row: Jody Goeler, AMS Principal,
Chris Jones, Joie Lemeris & Robin DiNicola,
Assistant Treasurers, Farmington Savings
Bank.

The AEF will award its second round of mini-grants the week of June 6th
for programs conducted during the 2005-2006 school year.

AEF does not replace items in the town budget. It does, however,
provide funds for initiatives promoting the highest levels of teaching and
learning. Our near-term goal is to support significant, educational
projects in Avon for all residents. To this end, we plan a series of focus
groups among residents, parents, retirees, business leaders and faculty
to explore their ideas on what education in Avon could be over the
next 3-5 years. With this direct input, AEF will identify projects which it
can achieve with community support. Over the long-term, AEF plans to
fund an endowment, to support education in Avon in perpetuity. To
get involved, go to www.avonedfoundation.ors.

Thanks to these generous individuals whose time & talent helped get AEF started:
Natale A. Messina & Hugh P. McGee, Jr., Partners, Patricia E. Rodgers, Corporate
Paralegal, Murtha Cullina LLP of Hartford, CT; Nicholas S. Scata CPA partner, Saslow,
Lufkin & Buggy LLP; Carmen Brickner, President, Clear Consulting;

William McGee, Partner, McGee Partners, LLC

Board of Directors: Officers: Susan Bertolini, Chair; Sara Ray, Vice Chair; Nancy Meunch, Treasurer;
Sharon Ricci, Secretary; Tom Boone, Tom Carey, Ginny McGee, Natale Messina, Mardelle Pefia,
Debbie Routt, Magda Stayton, Robin Venditti Stoll; Ex Officio: John Czepiel, President, Avon
Education Assn.; Richard Kisiel, Superintendent of APS; Peggy Roell, Chair, BOE.




